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coffin and Dr. Dick measured the body, which he
found to be exactly six feet three and one half inches
in length. The family vault was on the slope of the
hill, a little to the south of the house. Mrs. Washing-
ton desired that a door should be made for the vault
instead of having it closed up as formerly, after the
body should be deposited, observing that "it will
soon be necessary to open it again/' Mourning
clothes were prepared for the family and servants.
The ceremony took place on Wednesday. There
were many troops. Eleven pieces of artillery were
brought down from Alexandria and a schooner be-
longing to Mr. R, Hamilton came down and lay off
Mount Vernon to fire minute guns. The pall-holders
were Colonels Little, Charles Sims, Payne, Gilpin,
Ramsay, and Marsteller, and Colonel Blackburne
walked before the corpse. Colonel Deneal marched
with the military. About three o'clock the proces-
sion began to move. Colonels Little, Sims and Deneal
and Dr. Dick directed the arrangements of the pro-
cession. This moved out through the gate at the left
wing of the house and proceeded around in front
of the lawn and down to the vault on the right wing
of the house. The procession was as follows: The
troops; horse and foot; music playing a solemn dirge
with muffled drums; the clergy, viz.: the Reverends
Mr. Davis, Mr.-James Miner;and Mr. Moffatt,and^d endeav* was a hard taskmaster, not
